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 The court also agrees with us that the PEIR’s 
“baseline” assumptions of existing conditions were 
deeply flawed, which distorted PEIR’s impact findings 
and that the court agrees with SAFE and the plaintiffs 
that the cumulative impacts analysis was incomplete 

and inadequate. The court 
also agreed that PEIR’s 
analysis of several specific 
potential impacts, including 
impacts to water sources, is 
legally inadequate. 
 Very importantly, the 
court’s remedy was to set 
aside the PEIR and reverse 
CDFA’s approvals under the 
Statewide Pest Management 
Program. The state’s attor-

ney told the court during the hearing that the Depart-
ment of Food and Agriculture had already carried out 
more than 1,000 pesticide treatments since the pro-
gram was approved in 2014. Now however, the court 
issued an injunction, prohibiting further activity under 
the Program until CDFA certifies a revised Environ-
mental Impact Report curing these many deficiencies. 
 This decision also opens the door for the public to 
have an opportunity to learn about and have input on 
new pesticide treatments and treatment sites approved 
under the program, which could previously have been 
approved and completed without any public notice or 
scrutiny. 
 SAFE is excited that the court has ruled that the 
state does not have free rein to use pesticides as a first 
resort, and hopes that this decision will inspire the De-
partment of Food and Agriculture to move toward sus-
tainable pest-management practices that honor the 
public’s desire to make protecting the health of our 
communities and food supply a top priority. 
 California has to now take reasonable, site-specific 
steps to curb the harms of pesticides to our water sup-
plies and imperiled species like salmon. This ruling af-
firms that people should have a voice in whether pesti-
cides are used in their own neighborhoods at all. It was 

I 
n a dramatic setback for the California Department 
of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), a California Court 
issued an injunction prohibiting further activity un-
der the State’s Programmatic Environmental Im-

pact Report (PEIR), which allowed pesticide spraying at 
schools, organic farms and back-
yards across California. The court 
determined that in the PEIR the 
harms of the chemicals were in-
adequately disclosed to the public. 
 In addition the CDFA’s state-
wide “pest management” program 
required no site-specific analysis 
of risks before the application of 
79 pesticides, including some 
known to cause cancer and birth 
defects and to be highly toxic to 
bees, butterflies, fish and birds. 
 In a sweeping decision issued Monday, January 8, 
2018, Judge Timothy M. Frawley ruled that the state 
agency failed to adequately review impacts or provide 
sufficient notice of pesticide spraying. The agency also 
did not adequately account for the full range of dangers 
caused by the program, including risks of contaminat-
ing water supplies and the cumulative danger of adding 
even more pesticides to the more than 150 million 
pounds of pesticides already being used in California 
each year. 
 The court issued its final ruling in this PEIR case 
granting our petition on numerous grounds. Among 
other things, the court found that the state failed to 
properly analyze environmental conditions prior to au-
thorizing the implementation of subsequent pest man-
agement activities under the program. In this decision, 
the Court reversed its earlier view that denied our mo-
tion for a preliminary injunction, and now the court 
agrees with us that a Notice of Determination (NOD) 
must be issued, giving the public and agencies notice 
prior to any subsequent pest management activities 
implemented under the program. This ruling is of great 
significance under California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA). 

SEND US YOUR EMAIL! 
SAFE is currently updating its email list. If 
you are currently not receiving our emails 
and wish to be on the list, please contact 
Ginny Rice at: safealt1@gmail.com. We 
only send out requests for agenda items, 

meeting agendas and minutes with an 
occasional action notice or volunteer re-

quest. We will not SPAM you! 
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F 
ederal scientists have determined that a family of widely used pesticides poses a threat to dozens of en-
dangered and threatened species, including Pacific salmon, Atlantic sturgeon, and Puget Sound orcas. 
The National Marine Fisheries Service issued its new biological opinion on three organophosphate pesti-
cides — chlorpyrifos, diazinon, and malathion — after a yearslong court fight by environmental groups. At 

the urging of pesticide manufacturers, the Trump administration had sought a two-year delay of a court-ordered 
deadline to issue the findings by the end of 2017, but it was unsuccessful. 
 The exhaustive 3,700-page federal review, dated Dec. 29, concludes that chlorpyrifos and malathion jeopard-
ize 38 out of the 77 species under the jurisdiction of the fisheries service 
and that diazinon was found to jeopardize 25 of the listed species. 
 The report makes detailed recommendations to the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency for new restrictions on how and where the pesticides can be 
sprayed to help limit the harm. 
 EPA Administrator Scott Pruitt in March reversed an Obama-era effort 
to bar the use of chlorpyrifos on fruits and vegetables after peer-reviewed 
academic studies found that even tiny levels of exposure could hinder the 
development of children’s brains. EPA’s press office did not respond to a 
request seeking comment about the latest federal study.  
 Organophosphorus gas was originally developed as a chemical 
weapon before World War II. Dow Chemical has been selling chlorpyrifos 
for spraying on citrus fruits, apples, cherries and other crops since the 
1960s. Dow wrote a $1 million check to help underwrite Trump’s inaugural 
festivities, and company CEO Andrew Liveris led a now-disbanded White 
House manufacturing working group.  

SAFE SCORES VICTORY (continued from page 1) 
especially troubling that the state gave itself a blank check to spray peo-
ple’s yards, exposing children and pets to a range of pesticides that can 
cause serious long-term problems for children, including cancer, asthma 
and IQ loss. 
 Some of the pesticides used in the program include these dangerous 
chemicals: Chlorpyrifos, known to cause brain damage in children and to 
threaten 97 percent of endangered wildlife; Neonicotinoid pesticides that 

are highly toxic to pollinators like bees and aquatic invertebrates like crus-
taceans and mollusks; the toxic fumigant Methyl Bromide, which de-

pletes the protective 
ozone layer and the 
chemical warfare 
agent Chloropicrin, 

which causes ge-
netic damage. 
 This suit was 
brought by the City 
of Berkeley and 11 
organizations includ-
ing SAFE. The plain-
tiffs are represented 
by Sheppard, Mullin, 
Richter, and Hamp-
ton, along with ATA 
Law Group.  
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SPOTTED OWL POISONED BY RODENTICIDES 

R 
at poison from illegal marijuana grows is working its way up the 
food chain and harming the federally endangered northern spot-
ted owl, according to a study put out by UC Davis last week. 
 The report states that seven out of 10 Northern spotted owls 

that were found dead in the Emerald Triangle and analyzed for the study 
tested positive for high levels of rat poison. 
 Lead author Mourad Gabriel, a research faculty member with the UC 
Davis Karen C. Drayer Wildlife Health Center, said in a UC Davis press re-
lease that spotted owls often feed along forest edges, which can be unnatu-
rally created marijuana grow clearings. 
 “When you have thousands of unpermitted grows and only a handful of 
biologists that regulate that for multiple counties, we’re deeply concerned 
that there aren’t sufficient conservation protective measures in place,” 
Gabriel is quoted as saying in the press release. “If no one is investigating 
the level at which private marijuana cultivators are placing chemicals out 
there, the fragmented forest landscapes created by these sites can serve as 
source points of exposure for owls and other wildlife.” 
 Gabriel is also responsible for the research in 2012, 2013 and 2015 
which linked rat poison from marijuana grows in to the deaths of fishers in 
Humboldt County. SAFE readers may recall reading about his past studies, 
as well as news about his dog dying after ingesting rat poison, possibly as 
retaliation.  



DROUGHT UPDATE 

BUFFER ZONES SET FOR SCHOOLS 

I 
n the Sierra Nevada, snowpack levels are running 
below even the darkest days of the drought. In the 
Bay Area, cities like San Francisco, San Jose and 
Santa Rosa are experiencing the hottest starts to a 

year on record. If February joins December and January 
into record-setting dryness, "then California is marching 
into unprecedented territory, which has never been 
seen before in the recorded climate history," Steve 
Johnson, long-range forecaster with Atmospherics 
Group International, said in an email. "Unless March 
and/or April bring abundant rains … this rainfall season 
could end up being one of, or possibly THE driest in our 
climate history."   

A 
fter years of pressure from communities across California, 
the state's Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) fi-
nally took action to protect schoolchildren from agricultural 
pesticide exposure. Among other safeguards, the policy 

prohibits the most drift-prone application methods on fields within a 
quarter-mile of schools between the weekday hours of 6am and 
6pm. Growers will also now be required to provide an annual list of 
pesticides they plan to use near schools. And there are additional 
restrictions on fumigant pesticides, which can’t be used within a 36-
hour period before a school day. 
 “California is again first in the nation to pass forward-looking 
legislation, this time to help protect our school children from agricul-
ture pesticides,” notes Susan Bower, SAFE member and long-time 
Trinity County activist. “This law mandates buffer zones around 
schools and daycare centers in order to curtail certain pesticide use 
nearby. This legally applies here in Trinity County but amidst a huge 
‘green rush’ of cannabis growing and use of so many ag-chemicals, 
mostly in an unregulated fashion, precautions often are not fol-
lowed. Especially worrisome is that we offer no protections for 
school bus stops, which most students here use to get to school. 
Hopefully our supervisors will fashion some similar protections for 
them.”  

The spring SAFE meeting is March 4 at the Bower  residence 
near Hayfork. The meeting starts at 1 p.m.       

Potluck to follow about 4 pm. Call 530.628.5004 for directions. 

Norma Sorenson  
and Bob Morris  

congratulate SAFE  
on its  

38th Anniversary!  

Your Ad Here! 
Your business can reach hundreds of 

thoughtful citizens while supporting 

SAFE for less than you think! 

Contact Ginny Rice at 530.778.3953 

or email safealt1@gmail.com 

Thanks for your support!  
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