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T 
rinity County’s Environmental Health Director 
and Trinity County’s Public Health Officer are 
notifying the public about water quality con-
cerns they have along the Trinity River and its 

tributaries with this news release: 
Illegal marijuana grows on 
public lands are of increas-
ing concern. According to a 
recent study titled Science-
with Solutions: Documen-
tation, Reclamation and 
Monitoring of the Ecologi-
cal Impacts of Marijuana 
Cultivation on Endangered 
Species (IERC 2017)1, mul-
tiple sites evaluated in Trinity 
County have tested positive 

for California banned pesticides and residuals of those 
pesticides spanning over several years, and they found 
that even sites that are several years old continue to 
contaminate the soil and leach chemicals into the sur-
rounding area. 
 Illegal marijuana cultivation on public lands is often 
not cleaned up or remediated due to lack of funding, so 
many of these sites remain and still have the potential 
to contaminate Trinity County’s drinking water, the wild-
life, the aquatic life, and the vegetation. These illegal 
grow sites are found to be wide spread throughout the 
South Fork of the Trinity River and its tributaries, the 
North Fork of the Trinity River and its tributaries, and 
throughout publically owned land in Trinity County 
 It’s unlikely that current testing being done, even in 
public water systems, is capable of finding pesticides 
from these grows in the drinking water, and treatment 
to remove pesticides depends on the pesticide that’s 
contaminating the stream. Variations of hot/cold 
weather, and wet/dry weather can determine whether 
or not a stream is actively being contaminated. 
 One of the major pesticides being found in these 
grow sites is a US banned pesticide by the name of 
Carbofuran and because of the tendency of these ille-
gal growers to use creek beds and proximate areas to 

T 
he controversy over genetically modified crops 
has long focused on fears that they are unsafe 
to eat. But an extensive examination by The 
New York Times indicates that the debate has 

missed a more basic problem — genetic modification in 
the United States and Canada has 
not accelerated increases in crop 
yields or led to an overall reduc-
tion in the use of pesticides. 
 The promise of genetic modi-
fication was twofold: By making 
crops immune to the effects of 
weedkillers and inherently resis-
tant to many pests, they would 
grow so robustly that they would 
become indispensable to feeding 
the world’s growing population, 
while also requiring fewer pesticide applications. 
 Twenty years ago, Europe largely rejected genetic 
modification at the same time the United States and 
Canada were embracing it. Comparing results on the 
two continents, using independent data as well as aca-
demic and industry research, shows how the technol-
ogy has fallen short of the promise. 
 An analysis by The Times using United Nations 
data showed that the United States and Canada have 
gained no discernible advantage in yields — food per 
acre — when measured against Western Europe, a 
region with comparably modernized agricultural produc-
ers like France and Germany. Also, a recent National 
Academy of Sciences report found that “there was little 
evidence” that genetically modified crops in the US led 
to yield gains beyond those seen in conventional crops. 
 At the same time, herbicide use has increased in 
the United States, even as major crops have been con-
verted to modified varieties. Since genetically modified 
crops were introduced in the United States two dec-
ades ago, the use of toxins that kill insects and fungi 
has fallen by a third, but spraying herbicides, which are 
used in much higher volumes, rose by 21 percent. By 
contrast, in France, use of insecticides and fungicides 
fell by 65 percent and herbicide use by 36 percent. 

SEND US YOUR EMAIL! 
SAFE is currently updating its email list. If 
you are currently not receiving our emails 
and wish to be on the list, please contact 
Ginny Rice at: safealt1@gmail.com. We 
only send out requests for agenda items, 

meeting agendas and minutes with an 
occasional action notice or volunteer re-

quest. We will not SPAM you! 
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P 
roposed legislation, House Resolution 1349, allows mountain bikes, game carts, wheelbarrows and 
more into Federal Wilderness areas. “This bill would open America’s 110 million acres of federal wilder-
ness areas to mountain bikes, an unprecedented assault on wilderness nationwide,” says the Wilder-
ness Society. 

 This bill seems the latest assault on sacred protected lands in the United States by Republican law makers. 
Federally designated wilderness areas are the most strongly protected lands in our country. Within the Wilder-
ness Act itself one passage states ”A wilderness, in contrast with those areas where men and his works dominate 
the landscapes, is hereby recognized as an area where the earth and its 
community of life are untrammeled by man, where man himself is a visitor 
who does not remain.” 
 Plenty of public lands exist for mountain bikers to access. Designated 
wilderness areas make up less than one-sixth of federal lands. The Interna-
tional Mountain Bikers Association (IMBA) opposes the bill stating, “We feel 
it unwise to amend the Wilderness Act  when the outcome mountain bikers 
desire can be reached thru on the ground collaborative efforts.”  
 Rep. Jarred Huffman also opposes the bill. “The mountain bike was in-
vented in my district, so don’t tell me that we can’t find opportunities for 
mountain bilking without sacrificing wilderness.” Huffman called the bill part 
of a “constant onslaught “ by Republicans on public lands.  
 Three of the Wilderness areas mentioned by proponents of the bill to be 
sought after in California, are the Trinity Alps, Snow Mountain and the Ven-
tana Wilderness in Big Sur. Ted Stroll, president of the Sustainable Trails 
Coalition, and proponent of the bill, feels places like Snow Mountain would 
be helped by mountain bikers by keeping trails open“and ideally keeping 
marijuana growers out. If the Federal Law Enforcement and State and Fed-
eral Fish and Wildlife officers struggle to keep dangerous criminals out of 
wilderness areas,one wonders how would mountain bikers ‘keep marijuana 
growers out?”  
 Hopefully, the Democrats in Washington can prevent this bill from mov-
ing forward, and wilderness can remain wilderness.  

GMO MAJOR FAIL  (continued from page 1) 
 The potential harm from pesticides has drawn researchers’ attention. 
Pesticides are toxic by design and have been linked to developmental 
delays and cancer. 

 The industry is win-
ning on both ends — be-
cause the same compa-
nies make and sell both 
the genetically modified 
plants and the poisons. 
Driven by these sales, the 
combined market capitali-
zations of Monsanto, the 
largest seed company, 
and Syngenta, the Swiss 
pesticide giant, have 
grown more than sixfold  
with combined company 
values more than $100 
billion each.  
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cultivate, we have decided to warn the public 
about the potential contaminates polluting 
surface waters. 
 Carbofuran is a toxic pesticide of the 
carbamate class of pesticides and the over-
riding concern is that most of Trinity County’s 
drinking water sources could be impacted 
due to the fact that most large water systems 
are water diversions of the Trinity River.  
 For testing of your water source at any given point in time (may not give 
an accurate representation throughout the year due to activity and environ-
ment)—North Coast Labs in Arcata, CA: EPA 531.1 - N-methyl-carbamoyl 
oximes and carbamates includes testing for Carbofuran and EPA 507 - Ni-
trogen-Phosphorous Containing Pesticides includes Thiobencarb). 
 The bottom line, and the point we wish to emphasize, is that if you drink 
water down-stream from an illegalgrow site you need to treat your drinking 
water out of an abundance of caution.  
 Many of the pesticides of concern can be treated with a Granular Acti-
vated Carbon filter and non-ionic polymeric resin filters. Individuals can 
Google NSF 42, 53, and 401 point-of-use or point-of-entry filters, or call the 
office at 530.623.1459. For the complete report, including a list of polluted 
waterways, visit https://tinyurl.com/y7ny9wvx   

TRINITY WATERS FOULED (continued from page 1) 
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THE END IS NIGH 

27 MILLION DEAD TREES AND COUNTING 

A 
 stark warning to humanity has been issued by 
experts and signed by an astonishing 15,000 sci-
entists. The message is an update on the 1992 
caution sent out by the Union of Concerned Sci-

entists which was backed by more than 1,700 experts who 
all said our future was bleak. Major concerns on the list are 
a population which continues to grow rapidly, catastrophic 
climate change, deforestation, mass species extinction, 
ocean "dead zones," and lack of access to fresh water, 
which is leading scientists to warn that we “are jeopardis-
ing our future.” The researchers say in the past 25 years 
the amount of fresh water available per person has re-
duced by 26 percent.  

C 
alifornia’s forests are seeing a continued die-off of trees even 
a year after last year’s heavy rains ended the state’s crippling 
drought. The US Forest Service recently announced that 27 
million trees died over the past 13 months after five dry years 

left them severely dehydrated and vulnerable to bark beetle attack. 
 The unprecedented casualties, which run rampant across the Si-
erra Nevada as well as parts of the coast, have turned patches of for-
est into a somber rust color for mile after mile. The mortality is so great 
in some places that foresters have closed roads and campgrounds for 
fear of the dried-out, lifeless trees falling on people. State officials also 
worry about dead groves becoming easy tinder for the lethal wildfires. 
An estimated 129 million trees across some 8.9 million acres have died 
since 2010, according to the Forest Service.  

The spring SAFE meeting is March 4 at the Bower  residence 
near Hayfork. The meeting starts at 1 p.m.       

Potluck to follow about 4 pm. Call 530.628.5004 for directions. 

C 
alifornia filed its 24th lawsuit against the Trump administra-
tion in mid-December, blasting federal regulators for sus-
pending an Obama-era rule directing oil and gas producers 
to curb methane flaring on federal lands.“The Trump Ad-

ministration is effectively threatening the health of our families and 
our environment,” state attorney general Xavier Becerra said in a 
statement. “The California Department of Justice won't stand by and 
subscribe to this blatant violation of our laws.” 

Norma Sorenson  
and Bob Morris  

congratulate SAFE  
on its  

38th Anniversary!  

Your Ad Here! 
Your business can reach hundreds of 

thoughtful citizens while supporting 

SAFE for less than you think! 

Contact Ginny Rice at 530.778.3953 

or email safealt1@gmail.com 

Thanks for your support!  

24 LAWSUITS AND COUNTING 


