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T 
he Bioscience Resource Project and the Cen-
ter for Media and Democracy recently released 
a trove of rediscovered and newly digitized 
chemical industry and regulatory agency docu-

ments stretching back to the 1920s. The documents 
are available at PoisonPa-
pers.org.  
 Together, the papers 
show that both industry and 
regulators understood the 
extraordinary toxicity of 
many chemical products and 
worked together to conceal 
this information from the 
public and the press.  
 "These documents rep-
resent a tremendous trove of 

previously hidden or lost evidence on chemical regula-
tory activity and chemical safety. Time and time again 
regulators went to the extreme lengths of setting up se-
cret committees, deceiving the media and the public, 
and covering up evidence of human exposure and hu-
man harm.  
 “These secret activities extended and increased 
human exposure to chemicals they knew to be toxic," 
said Dr. Jonathan Latham, Executive Director of the 
Bioscience Resource Project. 
 The Poison Papers are a compilation of more than 
20,000 documents obtained from federal agencies and 
chemical manufacturers via open records requests and 
public interest litigation. They include scientific studies 
and summaries of studies, internal memos and reports, 
meeting minutes, strategic discussions, and sworn tes-
timonies. 
 The Poison Papers catalogue the secret concerns 
of industry and regulators over the hazards of pesti-
cides and other chemicals and their efforts to conceal 
those concerns. 
 Corporate concealment is not a new story.  What is 
novel in the Poison Papers is the abundant evidence 
that EPA and other regulators were often knowing par-
ticipants or even primary instigators of these cover-ups.  

S 
wiss scientists tested 198 honey samples 
sourced from every continent except Antarc-
tica for the presence of five neonicotinoid pes-
ticides, commonly used in agriculture. Honey 

from North America, Asia and Europe contained the 
highest levels of pesticides, they 
reported in the journal Science. 

 The researchers stressed that 
the levels of contamination found 
in the honey were "below the 
maximum-residue level authorised 
for human consumption" by the 
European Union. 
 But they said that exposure to 
these pesticides, which target the 
nervous system, may harm bees 
and other pollinators. 
 "There are increasing concerns about the impact of 
these systemic pesticides [on] honey bees and wild 
bees," they wrote. "[The] average concentration [found 
in the honey] lies within the bioactive range, causing 
deficits in learning, behaviour, and colony perform-
ance." 
 Colony collapse was first recognized 10 years ago, 
when beekeepers in the United States noticed that 
thousands of hives were completely empty of bees. 
 A number of factors have since been discovered to 
contribute to colony collapse, including pesticides in-
gested by bees at sub-lethal levels. 
 Study co-author Professor Edward Mitchell from 
the University of Neuchatel in Switzerland, said even at 
low levels neonicotinoids were cause for concern. 
 "These pesticides are so incredibly toxic that they 
have a considerable effect at concentrations that are 
barely measurable," he said. 
 The researchers employed the help of citizen sci-
entists to send samples of honey purchased in shops 
around the world. "Many of our samples were from very 
remote regions. We also aimed to include isolated oce-
anic islands and places in central parts of continents far 
away from big industrial areas," Professor Mitchell said. 
"In many of these places we had positive samples." 
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H 
ouse Republicans are targeting environmental rules to allow faster approval for tree cutting in national 
forests in response to the deadly wildfires in California. Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., said 
lawmakers will vote on a bill to loosen environmental regulations for forest-thinning projects on federal 
lands. The Republican bill “includes reforms to keep our forests healthy and less susceptible to the 

types of fires that ravaged our state this month,” McCarthy said. 
 California has declared a public health emergency in the northern part of the state. Authorities warned resi-
dents returning to the ruins of their homes to beware of possible hazard-
ous residues, and required them to sign forms acknowledging the danger. 
 The GOP bill is one of at least three being considered in Congress to 
address wildfires. Democrats and environmental groups decry GOP poli-
cies they say would bypass important environmental laws to clear-cut vast 
swaths of national forests, harming wildlife and the environment.  

HONEY DON’T (continued from page 1) 
 While 30 per cent of samples contained a single pesticide, 45 per 
cent contained a minimum of two, and up to five different types of neoni-
cotinoid. 
 Of the 198 samples, six were taken from Australia. According to the 
study authors, none of the samples reached levels known to have 
"marked detrimental effects" on bees. 
 A French law passed in 2016 will see the banning of neonicotinoids 

by 2018. 
 Although colony 
collapse is yet to be 
detected in Australia, 
North America and 
Europe have still been 
experiencing high bee 
mortality over the win-
ter months. In the US 
2015-16 winter, a na-
tional beekeeping da-
tabase recorded more 
than 28 per cent of 
colonies were lost.  

 The chemicals most often discussed in the documents include diox-
ins, herbicides and pesticides (such as 2,4-D, Dicamba, Permethrin, 
Atrazine, and Agent Orange) and PCBs. Some of these chemicals are 
among the most toxic and persistent ever manufactured. Except for 
PCBs, almost every chemical discussed in the Poison Papers is still 
manufactured and sold today, either as products or as product contami-
nants. 
 “The Poison Papers will be a tremendous resource for researchers, 
the media, and everyday Americans worried about many of the chemicals 
used on farm fields and in common consumer products,” said Mary Bot-
tari of the Center for Media and Democracy.  
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ROADLESS VICTORY IN ALASKA AND BEYOND 

E 
nvironmentalists won a major battle in a long legal war over the 
Clinton administration rule that limited road construction and log-
ging in national forests. 
 A US District Court for the District of Columbia judge dismissed 

a lawsuit Wednesday brought by Alaska over the so-called roadless rule, 
rejecting the state's claims against the Forest Service and the Department of 
Agriculture under several environmental and procedural laws. 
 "Upon consideration of the record, the relevant law, and the briefs sub-
mitted by parties, I find that plaintiff has not shown that the USDA violated 
any federal statute in promulgating the Roadless Rule," wrote Senior Judge 
Richard Leon, a George W. Bush appointee. 
 The Forest Service rule, which protected about 50 million acres from 
timber harvesting and new road development, has been embroiled in litiga-
tion since it was issued in 2001.  
 There have been 11 attempts to challenge the rule — all of them failed, 
said Niel Lawrence, Alaska director and senior attorney for the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council. 
 "It's wonderful to have a law upheld that does so much to safeguard the 
unique public values of public lands for all Americans, especially with efforts 
to exploit them for private gain looming again," Lawrence said of this week's 
ruling.  
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STAGGERING WILDFIRE COSTS  

FOREST MANAGEMENT QUESTIONED 

E 
ven as firefighters continue battling devastating 
blazes in Northern California, there is concern 
about the longer-term impacts the disaster will 
have on the region's economy. 

 In a recent report, S&P Global Ratings estimated 
there are 77 local government entities that have debt it 
rates located within or near uncontained fires in California. 
RMS, the risk modeling firm, Thursday put economic 
losses of the Northern California fires at a range of be-
tween $3 billion to $6 billion but it could rise since the fires 
still are burning. "The current fires ravaging northern and 
southern California are on pace to be among the worst in 
history," said S&P.  

 California’s forests are on fire, with tragic consequences for communi-
ties around the state. While the firestorm in the Wine Country has made 
international headlines, many small mountain communities also were 
aflame or on high alert. 
 The focus now is on saving lives and protecting property, but when 
the fires are out, the state will have to face up to a major problem: Our for-
ests are too dense and dry, and, in some areas, dying. We need a new 
way to manage this vital natural resource. 
 Nowhere is our challenge greater than in our headwater forests, the 
watershed for roughly two-thirds of California’s surface water supply and 
15 percent of its electricity from hydropower plants. Failure to better man-
age our forests will result in higher future costs to fight wildfires, impaired 
air and water quality, and increased greenhouse gases due to loss of car-
bon stored in trees and soils. 
 Hallmarks of decline include dense forests, the result of decades of 
fire suppression. Shrublands are replacing conifer forests, which results 
from repeated tree-killing events, such as drought or catastrophic fire. 
 Forest management options to reverse this decline exist — controlled 
burns, managed wildfire, mechanical thinning and pest treatments. Yet 
compared with some other western states, California forest managers are 
underutilizing these tools. Federal agencies, in particular, need to shift to 
larger, landscape-scale efforts to reduce wildfire risk and improve forest 
health.  
CREDIT: Public Policy Institute of California Water Policy Center  

The Autumn SAFE meeting is November 5 at the Mounttjoy  
residence near Hayfork. The meeting starts at 1 p.m.       

Potluck to follow about 4 pm. Call 530.628.4474 for directions. 

Norma Sorenson  
and Bob Morris  

congratulate SAFE  
on its  

38th Anniversary!  
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